THE    CHINESE   THEATRE

eight hours. In between the presentation of the-^
proper there were many comings and goings on the
stage, sermons on moral attributes were "sung/" in a
long drawn, plaintive voice, to the accompaniment
of soft music, or an actor would suddenly climb on top
of the furniture-pyramid and perform hair-raising
acrobatic tricks, or perhaps only make cart-wheels on
the floor.

Chinese plays, as I later discovered, never have any
plot to speak of. The simple story is only a framework
for songs extolling the moral virtues.